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Rochelle P. Walensky, MD, MPH 

Director 
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395 E St SW 

Washington, DC 20024 

 

Director Walensky: 

 

 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) finally updated its guidance on 

mask-wearing for vaccinated people.  In catching up with scientific reality, the CDC now 

recommends that “[f]ully vaccinated people can resume activities without wearing a mask or 

physically distancing.”1  While this CDC action is long overdue, more must be done, particularly 

as it relates to children and travel.  I ask that you fully commit to following science and make 

appropriate updates to the following as soon as possible:  

Summer Camp Guidance: You recommend children wear masks outdoors while at 

summer camp.2 Despite your recent misleading3 statement about outdoor transmission,4 

science tells us that such transmission is rare.5  Unsurprisingly, your guidance has been 

widely criticized. Health experts have characterized it as “draconian,” “irrational,” 

“senseless,” and “cruel.”6  Even Dr. Fauci agreed that it is “strict” and “stringent.”7  Do 

you believe children should be wearing masks while playing outside at summer camp?  

 

 
1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, When You’ve Been Fully Vaccinated (Updated May 13, 2021) 

available at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html 
2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Guidance for Operating Youth and Summer Camps During COVID-

19 (Updated Apr. 24, 2021) available at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-

childcare/summer-camps.html#print 
3 David Leonhardt, A Misleading C.D.C. Number, New York Times (May 11, 2021), available at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/11/briefing/outdoor-covid-transmission-cdc-number.html 
4 Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials (Apr. 27, 2021) available 

at https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/04/27/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-

response-team-and-public-health-officials-32/?te=1&nl=the-morning&emc=edit_nn_20210511 
5 David Zweig, Experts: CDC’s Summer-Camp Rules Are ‘Cruel’ and ‘Irrational’, New York Magazine (May 4, 

2021), available at https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2021/05/experts-cdcs-summer-camp-rules-are-cruel-

irrational.html 
6 Id.  
7 Scott Stump, Dr. Fauci calls CDC summer camp guidelines ‘a bit strict’, Today (May 5, 2021), available at 

https://www.today.com/health/dr-fauci-calls-cdc-summer-camp-guidelines-bit-strict-t217469 
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School Guidance: Your school guidance has come under fire because recently disclosed 

emails show that you abandoned science and partnered with Biden-Harris campaign 

donors to develop your guidance, which kept schools closed and children suffering.  As 

you know, I, along with two of my colleagues, sent you a letter on this issue demanding 

answers.8  Science tells us that viral spread is minimal in schools with appropriate safety 

precautions9 and you have acknowledged transmission among students is rare.10  So, will 

you commit to prioritizing children and science over liberal political special interests? 

 

Travel Guidance: Your guidance still requires vaccinated people to wear masks while 

traveling: “[y]ou will still be required to wear a mask on planes, buses, trains, and other 

forms of public transportation.”11  However, your updated guidance recommends that 

Americans “resume activities that [they] did prior to the pandemic” but this mask 

requirement contradicts that guidance.  Will you update it to provide consistency? 

Accordingly, I ask that you make arrangements to provide a briefing to Committee staff 

to discuss whether you will be reviewing such guidance, whether you plan to follow science and 

make appropriate updates to such guidance, and other relevant matters.  Please contact Bijan (BJ) 

Koohmaraie by no later than May 28, 2021 to make such arrangements.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

____________________________                

Cathy McMorris Rodgers    

 Republican Leader 

Committee on Energy and Commerce    

         

 

 

 

  

 
8 Energy and Commerce Republicans Letter to CDC Director Requesting Information on Role Teachers Unions 

Played in Keeping schools Closed (May 5, 2021), available at https://republicans-

energycommerce.house.gov/news/ec-republican-leaders-send-letter-to-cdc-director-requesting-information-on-role-

teachers-unions-played-in-keeping-schools-closed/ 
9 Dr. Tara O. Henderson, Dr. Monica Gandhi, Dr. Tracy Beth Hoeg, Dr. Daniel Johnson, CDC misinterpreted our 

research on opening schools. It should loosen rules now. (Mar. 9, 2021) available at 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2021/03/09/cdc-school-opening-covid-rules-guidance-

column/4628552001/?utm_campaign=snd-autopilot&https://opinion.usatoday.com 
10 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, CDC Newsroom, Transcript: CDC Update on COVID-19 (Feb. 12, 

2021), available at https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/t0212-cdc-update-covid-19.html 
11 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, When You’ve Been Fully Vaccinated (Updated May 13, 2021) 

available at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html  


